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Linwood Children's Centre

Ellicott City )
Private Circa 1840

Linwood Children's Centre faces west at the end of Church Road,
just north of its intersection with Park Drive. It is a five bay wide,
two bay deep, two and a half story high, slate, mansard roof, ashlar
granite block building, resting on a stone foundation, with two wide
brick chimneys inset into its north wall and an additional central wide
brick chimney in the middle of the south half of the building. A
fourth chimney is located on the south side of the building's east wall.
All windows in the building, with the exception of the o0ld stone build-
ing it incorporates, are decorated with flat stone lintels and project-
ing stone sills. The building incorporates an earlier one story high,
field stone building, featuring fine quoining and stretcher stone, flat
arched lintels, which occupies the southeast corner of the present build-
ing. Upon this has been placed a second and third floor, as well as an
attic whose second and third floor windows are decorated with flat stone
lintels and projecting stone sills.

The west facade features the central, double paneled, rectangular
entrance, surmounted by a two light transom and flat stone lintel and
flanked by four vertical side lights. Eight wide granite block steps
and landing lead to the flat roofed portico, covering the entrance,
held by two doric columns and two pilasters.

Fenestration for the building is vertically aligned and proportion-
ally scaled. Windows are double-hung, generally holding six-over-six
lights.

The interior features a fine central hall and staircase, random
width floors and cross paneled doors. Fluted lintels and pilasters for
windows and interior doors are joined by square corners, decorated with
rosettes.

Constructed by Mr. Robert Hare, who also built the Oaks, it was ac-
quired in the mid-nineteenth century by Major George Washington Peters,
of the Washington and her families of Virginia.

His daughter, Gabriella married James MacKul:iin of Grey Rock and
constructed MacAlpine, another notable French Empire style mansion.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Linwood Children's Centre faces west at the end of Church Road,
just north of its intersection with Park Drive. It is a five bay wide,
two bay deep, two and a half story high, slate, mansard roof, ashlar
granite block building, resting on a stone foundation, with two wide
brick chimneys inset into its north wall and an additional central wide
brick chimney in the middle of the south half of the building. A
fourth chimney is located on the south side of the building's east wall.
All windows in the building, with the exception of the o0ld stone build-
ing it incorporates, are decorated with flat stone lintels and project-
ing stone sills. The building incorporates an earlier one story high,
field stone building, featuring fine guoining and stretcher stone, flat
arched lintels, which occupies the southeast corner of the present build-
ing. Upon this has been placed a second and third floor, as well as an
attic whose second and third floor windows are decorated with flat stone
lintels and projecting stone sills.

SOUTH ZLEVATION

This 0ld section on its south wall is slightly recessed. It holds
"wo apertures on this south wall. That in the west bay has been blocked
in for a fan unit. It is decorated with a stretcher stone, flat arched
lintel. That opening in the east bay is a louvered window, featuring
a splayed brick, flat arched lintel and flat wooden sill. Vertically
aligned to these are two second and third floor, proportionally scaled
windows, holding six-over-six lights, surmounted by a simple wooden cor-
nice, decorated by ten (10) fascia.

A gabled roof dormer window is centered above, holding an arched,
double-hung window with two-over-two lights. The ground floor of this
0ld stone building holds three openings, surmounted by flat cement lin-
tels. That on the west holds a 10-10 light, casement window. The cen-
tral bav holds a rectangular entrance and the east bav holds a blockea-
in paneled rectangular inset. Presentlv, this wall is being held bv
steel girders.

The south wall of the newer section of the house holds a central,
vertically aligned and proportionally scaled first and second floor
window, with a similar dormer window to those already described above.
Beneath in the foundation rests a two-light cellar window on the west
side and a four-light rectangular entrance door on the east. The first
floor window of this section holds six-over-four lights, while the
second floor window holds six-over-six lights. A stone belt course,
aligned to the flat stone lintel, decorating the cellar window runs
along this elevation of the newer section of the house. Thirteen wooden

~—~"rackets decorate the cornice on this elevation.

EAST ELEVATION

The east elevation is asymmetrical and appears to have been con-
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structed in three stages: 1) The gable roof outline of the old stone
building is visible. It holds two apertures. The one in the south

bay is blocked in, surmounted by a flat stone lintel, while the one

in the second south bay holds a louvered french door, surmounted by

a flat cement lintel. The stone building added to the old stone build-
ing is three bays wide here. 2) Its south bay is now a central east
entrance, which has been covered by a one story high, shed roofed,
frame, dining room addition. BAbove rests a six-over-six light stair-
case landing window and above that a two light eyebrow window at the
attic landing.

Two first and second floor, six-over-six light windows are seen
at this elevation. 3) A second and third floor were finally added to
the original fieldstone building, lying flush with the stone addition.
It holds two second floor windows. That on the south side has been
blocked in, that on the north side holds six-over-six lights. This
section is now supported by steel girders. This entire east wall is
decorated with a wooden cornice, held by thirty wooden brackets. Five
similar dormer windows rest above.

WEST FACADE

The west facade of the building holds the main entrance door, a
double paneled, rectangular entrance, surmounted by a two light tran-
som and flat stone lintel and flanked by four vertical side lights.

Two wide granite steps lead to a landing and then to another land-
ing and six other wide granite steps which lead to the landing of the
flat roofed portico, covering the entrance and held by two wooden doric
columns and two flat pilasters. A lantern hangs from the centre of its
ceiling.

The entrance is flanked by two rectangular, double-hung windows.
Those on the north side hold six-over-six lights. Those on the south
side hold six-over-four light windows. Five vertically aligned and
proportionally scaled second floor, double-hung, windows, holding six-
over-six lights rest above, with five, gabled roof, attic dormers
placed in the mansard roof. That in the central bay is larger in
scale than the others. All, however, are similar, holding arched,
double-hung windows, with two-over-two lights.

That in the central bay is decorated by paneling with saw toothed
terminations, inset into the "A" of the gable. The slate. mansard
roof is decorated with a wooden cornice, held by thirty one scrolled
brackets at this elevation.

Beneath in the foundation rest vertically aligned basement win-
dows, decorated with flat stone lintels and projecting stone sills,
which are featured on all windows throughout the building. The lintels
of the basement windows continue along this facade to create a stone
belt course.
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A square, onion domed cupola decorates the centre of the roof line,
holding a roman arched, double-hung, two-over-two light window, decor-
ated by roman arched wooden archivolts on each elevation. Sixteen
scrolled brackets decorate the corners of its cornice.

NORTH ELEVATION

The north elevation holds two one light rectangular entrance doors,
surmounted by two light transoms and flat stone lintels and two second
floor apertures, which open to the flat roof of a one story high open
porch, which runs along this entire elevation, supported by five square
posts and two flat pilasters. Two dormers, similar to those described
rest in the mansard roof between the two wide brick chimneys, with cor-
beled brick termination, which have already been mentioned. A wooden
staircase runs from the ground up to the third floor.

INTERIOR

Linwood's interior is noteworthy, featuring a very wide central
hall with staircase leading from the first to the third floor, featur-
ing round, tapered spindles, a representative feature of homesbuilt
around 1840 in Howard County.

Wide random width floors are featured throughout the house and
cross paneled doors. Fluted lintels and pilasters for windows and
interior doors are joined by square corners decorated with rosettes.

Almost all the marble fire places have been covered. A fine black
marble one, however, is found in the northeast corner room of the second
floor. It is very simple and direct in design, composed of two flat
pilasters, flat lintel, architrave and mantle shelve.

Fine plaster work is also featured throughout the house, with the
centre of each room'steiling featuring a curvilinear floral rosette
pattern. Such a medallion is found in the downstairs hall. The ceil-
ings have been lowered to conserve energy, but almost all remain beneath
the covering.

Though the building appears to be in excellent condition, the orig-
inal fieldstone walls of the original one-story high, fieldstone build-
ing, located in the southeast corner of the building, have deteriorated
to such an extent that these walls have buckled (probably due to the
weight of the granite block construction of the second and third floors
added at a later date) and by buckling have placed the second and third
floors in jeopardy.

The Linwood Children's Center, which now occupies the building,
specializing in teaching children with learning disabilities, has
begun a campaign to raise the needed money for this rehabilitation pro-
~—Jject. Some $250,000 is estimated to be needed for the project. Present-
ly prisoners are being released, under Project Impact, to work on the
project and a benefit at Martin's West February 22, 1980 is being planned
by the Lion's Club to help raise money for the project.
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Other than the southeast corner of the building, the later three
story high, "L" shaped building wrapped around it is of solid construc-
tion, resting on a strong stone foundation.

When Linwood was taken over in 1955 by the Linwood Child Center,
under the directorship of Miss Jeanne M. Simons, much work had to be
done. A new roof had to be put on the building, the entire building
rewired, and since there was initially no water, a new well had to be
dug and new plumbing installed. In addition, central heating was also
installed, replacing the open fireplaces and Franklin stoves which once
supplied the only heat for the building.

In conclusion, the "L" shaped granite block structure is in excel-
lent condition. The southeast corner of the building, however, is in
a deteriorated state and their interiors held together in both the base-
ment, first and second floors by an iron grid system with exterior steel
girders holding the outside walls.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Linwood Children's Centre, once called simply Linwood, one of
the most impressive homes in Howard County, is significant architect-
urally, historically and educationally to not only Howard County, and
the State of Maryland, but the United States at large.

Architecturally, it is representative of how often American dom-
estic architecture evolved from a simple single story, gabled roof
Stone dwelling unit with loft to a Very handsome French Empire style
mansion. Often several stages of development occured before the
finished pProduct, of which the front facade of Linwood is such a fine
example, Presenting a unified and brilliant composition in scale and

Initially only a modest, gabled roof, stone house was constructed
on this site. Later, when Major George Washington Peters acquired the
property for his daughter to attend the neighboring Patapsco Female
Institute, the house was enlarged. At this period, the building might
well have been a two story high, gabled roof stone house, constructed
Oon a large scale and featuring an intersecting gable roof " plan
wrapped around two sides of the original stone building. This addition

building with entrances at each end and a very wide staircase running
from first to third floors. The round tapered spindles of this stair-
case have been found to be representative of 1840 Howard County con-
struction.

Later, in the 1880's, with the introduction of the French Empire
Style to America, Linwood was further enlarged and refined. During
this period it is believed that the granite block second and third
floors were added to the original fieldstone building, whose gable
roof outline is still visible on the back elevation of the building.
To this was added the fine mansard roof we See today with its grace-
ful dormers featureq on each elevation, all of which is further em-
bellished by the addition of a central cupola.

Historically, Linwood also is of significance, written of exten-
sively in Mrs. Celia Holland's book entitled, Ellicott City: Mil1
Town, U.S.A. Here Mrs. Holland relates that a Mr. Hare is supposed
to have constructed the original stone house in the 1780's. Later

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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in the 1840's the property was acquired by Major George Washington
Peters, previously mentioned. He is noted as the owner of the house
on both the 1860 Martennet Map and the 1878 Hopkin's Atlas. He was
notable as a member of the Washington and Lee families. His daughter
Gabriella grew up to marry James MacKubin and build the fine mansion,
Alpine. Mr. Irving Stone, when speaking of Robert E. Lee's visit to
Baltimore, relates that he, Colonel Lee stopped by at Linwood to visit
Major Peters.

Later still, the building came under the ownership of Judge Mer-
rick, who spent his summers here, inviting his family and grandchildren
to share in the enjoyment of this fine old home. One of his daughters,
Mary Merrick, was instrumental in founding the Guild of the Christ Child.

Finally, today, it stands as a respected educational institution,
serving to bring enlightenment to "special" children, many of whom are
autistic. This has been accomplished under the direction of Ms. Jeanne
Simons, who many years ago worked with Ms. Mary Merrick in the field in
Washington, D.C., later to begin Linwood in Howard County, and discover
it to have been the summer home of the Merrick family.

Historically, architecturally and educationally significant to
Howard County and the State of Maryland, Linwood lies within the Ellicott
City Study Area emanating from the National Register District but is
presently outside the boundaries of the local Ellicott City Historic
District.
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